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IDA Ireland

Mission

➢ IDA Ireland partners with 

multinational companies to win 

and develop foreign direct 

investment, providing jobs for 

the economic and social benefit 

of Ireland.

Strategic Objectives

➢To attract best in class foreign 

direct investment, suitable for 

Ireland’s national and regional 

needs.

➢To assist in the development of 

existing overseas clients.
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Organisation

➢Government body.

➢Offices in Ireland and 

internationally.

➢Operating in a very competitive 

environment.

➢Team Ireland approach.



IDA Ireland’s Strategic Business Focus 
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• New Forms of FDI are also being targeted– Energy Services
1
; Marine; 

Infrastructure & Property; Ag Tech; Arts & Culture & Sport.  

1. Energy services include smart technologies, data analytics/energy efficiency, 

and carbon management solutions.



➢ Accounts for 10% of 

employment in Ireland.

➢ 210,000 directly employed. 

➢ 1,400+ companies.

➢ €18bn expenditure in the 

Irish economy.

➢ €172bn exports (2016).

Overview of the FDI Sector



Ireland’s Marketing Proposition
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+ Competitiveness is always a consideration.



Electricity Price Comparison 

1. Source: Eurostat 2017
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Non-Household Price Comparison with Europe1

*US electricity costs are less than Ireland



Renewable Energy of Increasing Importance to FDI Companies
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Many companies have made a strategic commitment to go 100% renewable, as evident by

those that are members of RE100 (Renewable Energy 100). Companies include Apple (100%

renewable in 43 countries since April 2018), Citi (has a target to go 100% renewable by

2020 and Coca Cola (to also go 100% renewable by 2020). Other RE100 companies include:

Corporate investors and employees increasingly are advocating greater action on

decarbonisation.

100% of electricity supplied to Intel’s Leixlip campus from renewable energy

sources (2016). Intel is one of Ireland’s largest voluntary, private purchasers of

renewable sources.

(October 2017): Microsoft announced that it had agreed to buy all of its electricity

over the next 15 years from a 37 MW, GE built, wind farm in Tullahennel, Co. Kerry.

The electricity is to be used for Microsoft’s data centre base, cloud computing

services, and surplus electricity will be sold to the country’s power grid.

Facebook’s new data centre in Clonee is to use 100% renewable wind energy from

Brookfield Renewable. Facebook’s HQ uses 100% renewable energy.

FDI Operations in Ireland



Actions by IndustryIndustry-Based Energy Initiatives are Growing in Significance

➢ IDA Ireland’s ‘Go Green Offer’- This is a financial support programme that assists FDI companies

to adopt green business principles, drive environmental efficiencies and improve sustainability.

➢ SEAI’s Large Industry Energy Network (LIEN) is an energy efficiency network of 200 companies.

with annual energy bills in excess of €1m and employing 135,000 people in Ireland. These

companies are taking a strategic approach to energy management and recognise that this has the

potential to deliver financial savings and competitive advantage.

➢ In 2016, members reduced their energy bills by €17.5m and almost 158,000 tonnes of CO
2
.

➢ LIEN members include:
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IDA Ireland Data Centre Study (2018)
1

The Reasons:

➢The Climate.

➢An advanced infrastructure (power and telecommunications).

➢Access to key markets (EU). 

➢Skills availability.

➢Renewable energy availability (Ireland is viewed as having a secure, 

reliable and sustainable source).

Data centres have a clear requirement that energy should be from 

a renewable source:

➢ Google – The world’s largest renewable power customer, purchasing 

3GW, equivalent to 50% of its power requirements.

➢Amazon has a long term commitment to be 100% renewable energy 

powered and is the second largest purchaser of renewable energy 

globally.

1. Study (May 2018) carried out by Grant Thornton for IDA Ireland on             

‘The Economic Benefits of Data Centre Investment in Ireland’. The study was 

based on a survey of data centres in Ireland and stakeholder consultation. 

10

Why Ireland is being Chosen for Data Centres



IDA Ireland Data Centre Study (2018)

➢All data centre survey respondents said that they are 

undertaking investments in renewables:

• 77% investing in two or more initiatives.

• 85% investing in power from renewable sources, with a further 15% 

generating renewable energy onsite. 

➢Data centres are willing to pay a premium for guaranteed, 

traceable, renewable energy.

➢Data centres have significant economic impact: €7.13bn 

economic contribution since 2010:

• 5,700 employees (FTE’s) annually.
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Why Ireland is being Chosen for Data Centres



Future Investment Prospects – Next Five Years
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IDA Ireland Data Centre Study (2018)

➢Significant pipeline of proposed 

data centre projects over the next 

five years.

➢Potential to double investment 

from what has been seen to date.

➢85% of those surveyed positive.

➢15% neutral.

➢Why:

• Physical Location: Cool weather, US 

proximity, English speaking in EU.

• Trend: Customer demand for cloud 

services and own company plans.

• Institutional Factors: Geopolitically 

safe and stable.

▪ Favourable Factors of Production:

skills, energy availability.

Why Ireland is being Chosen for Data Centres
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Future Investment Prospects – Next Decade

➢ 62% of data centre respondents 

to increase investment. Why:

• Increasing customer 

demand.

• Brexit impact (need for 

presence in EU and UK)

• Upgrading of existing sites.

➢ 31% to maintain investment. 

➢ 8% to reduce.

Why Ireland is being Chosen for Data Centres

IDA Ireland Data Centre Study (2018)



Corporate PPA’s

➢Important to FDI client base. 

➢Growing in popularity.

➢Particularly strong in the US.

➢Some recent (2017) examples include:

• Google – 196MW wind based investment in the US.

• Amazon – 253MW wind based project, also in the US. 

➢Corporate PPA’s have a role to play in Ireland.
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Concluding Remarks

➢Renewable energy is of growing importance to the FDI sector.

➢Wind generated electricity has a significant role to play in 

supporting new FDI.

➢Demand for renewable energy is expected to continue growing, 

driven by strong demand from the data centre sector.

➢The outlook is positive for data centre investment.

➢ Corporate PPA’s have a place in supporting investment.

➢Competitiveness will always be a consideration.   

➢Wind generated electricity is an important element of Ireland’s value 

proposition for energy based and energy intensive FDI. 
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