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INTRODUCTION 

The Irish Wind Energy Association is the representative body for the Irish wind industry, which 

employs more than 4,000 people across Ireland. We work to promote wind energy as an essential, 

economical and environmentally friendly part of the country’s low-carbon energy future. 

We are a country with enormous renewable energy resources. We are world leaders in the 

integration of onshore wind energy onto our electricity system. The potential for offshore wind 

energy development in the next decade is transformative. We are only at the beginning of our 

exploitation of solar energy. 

Speaking recently at the United Nations-sponsored climate talks in Katowice, Poland, the naturalist 

Dr David Attenborough said, “We are facing a man-made disaster of global scale. Our greatest threat 

in thousands of years. Climate change. 

“If we don't take action, the collapse of our civilisations and the extinction of much of the natural 

world is on the horizon.” 

If Ireland is to act, if we are to play our part in stopping, and ultimately reversing, climate change the 

scale of the challenge means we must unite behind a plan to utterly transform our economy, our 

society and how we use energy in a few short years. 

We warmly welcome the positive developments in this area, and in particular the 100 per cent vote 

at the Citizens’ Assembly recommending that Ireland “…should take a leadership role in addressing 

climate change…”, and more recently the commitment from the Climate Action Committee to 

support a target of 70% renewable electricity by 2030. 

The purpose of the paper is to set out recommendations which are designed to support these 

commitments to Ireland’s energy transition, to help drive the decarbonisation of our economy and 

to empower communities across Ireland to play their part in a low-carbon energy future. 

Furthermore, while Ireland has some of the world’s best wind resources, wind energy is still relatively 

expensive here in comparison to other countries – onshore wind is estimated to be €65-75/MWh 

today and offshore wind is still unknown. However, if the policies outlined below are implemented, 

Ireland should be able to deliver some wind energy projects at the lowest costs seen in other parts of 

the world – equating to approximately €40/MWh for the best onshore wind projects and €60/MWh 

for offshore wind. 

The average wholesale electricity price in 2018 in Ireland was approximately €65/MWh, so some 

wind farms have the potential to be Ireland’s cheapest as well as cleanest power by 2030. 

The recommendations are summarised in four sections: 

• Supporting climate action; 

• Supporting onshore wind; 

• Supporting offshore wind; and 

• Supporting communities. 

They are preceded by a review of the contribution wind energy has made to date. Wind energy will 

require a clear, robust and efficient policy framework to deliver in a timely and low-cost manner by 

2030. This currently does not exist for onshore or offshore wind, but the recommendations in this 

paper outline what is required to achieve this.  
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WIND DELIVERS FOR IRELAND 

Wind energy is an Irish success story and an area of climate action where Ireland can claim to be a 

world leader. The International Energy Agency placed Ireland alongside Denmark as the two 

countries in the world at the most advanced stage of integrating wind power onto an electricity 

grid. 

 

Figure 1: Ireland and Denmark are the only two countries at phase 4 for integration variable renewable energy onto an 
electricity grid1. 

Onshore wind provided 29 per cent of Ireland’s electricity in 2018, and Ireland is now first in the 

world for electricity demand met by onshore wind2. It is providing more than half of our 2020 

renewable energy target. It is reducing our dependence on imported energy, cutting our carbon 

emissions, stimulating our economy and supporting the families of more than 4,000 people working 

in our industry. 

At a local level wind farms invest in communities through community benefit funds and pay more 

than €30 million per annum to local authorities in rural Ireland.  

Wind energy is clean 

Wind energy is leading the way in reducing Ireland’s CO2 emissions.  

The most recent report from the Environmental Protection Agency found that despite a one per cent 

increase in electricity demand in 2017, power generation emissions had fallen by 6.9 per cent in 

2017 as “renewable energy…displaced carbon-intensive fuels such as coal and peat”.3 

Wind energy has driven a 9 per cent fall in the emissions intensity of electricity generation (from 480 

g CO2/kWh to 437 g CO2/kWh), the lowest level for Ireland on record.4  

                                                           
1 https://www.iea.org/publications/insights/insightpublications/Getting_Wind_and_Sun.pdf 
2 https://iwea.com/latest-news/2074-new-figures-confirm-2018-a-record-breaking-year-for-wind-energy 
3 https://www.epa.ie/newsandevents/news/name,65204,en.html 
4 Ibid. 

https://www.iea.org/publications/insights/insightpublications/Getting_Wind_and_Sun.pdf
https://iwea.com/latest-news/2074-new-figures-confirm-2018-a-record-breaking-year-for-wind-energy
https://www.epa.ie/newsandevents/news/name,65204,en.html
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The SEAI Energy in Ireland 2018 report found that renewable electricity – chiefly wind – reduced CO2 

emissions by 2.7 million tonnes in 2017.5  

The record for the amount of wind carried on the all-island electricity system at any one time was 

broken three times in 2018 alone and currently stands at 3,990 MW, which was more than 70 per 

cent of demand.6 February 2019, January 2018, and November 2018 are the three best months for 

wind energy since records began, with wind energy in February 2019 accounting for 47% of 

electricity demand.7 

Wind energy is cheap 

Onshore wind energy is the world’s cheapest renewable energy technology.8  

In Ireland, contrary to arguments made by those opposed to renewable energy, wind drives down 

the price of electricity. The more wind energy at any moment, the greater the volume of expensive 

imported fossil fuels pushed off the electricity transmission system.  

A comprehensive analysis of the Irish electricity market by independent energy experts Baringa 

estimates wind energy reduced power prices in the Irish electricity market by more than €2 billion 

since 2000 and, in 2018 alone, reduced the wholesale price of electricity by 20 per cent.9 

This reduction in wholesale prices outweighs the amount provided to support the development of 

wind energy through the Public Service Obligation levy, which itself is recognised as the one of the 

lowest in Europe.10  

And while rising gas prices meant that consumers may not have felt the impact of wind energy’s 

downward pressure on wholesale prices, it is worth reflecting just how high electricity bills would be 

without it. 

December 2018’s SEAI report also confirmed that in 2017 wind energy enabled Ireland to avoid 

more than €220 million in fossil fuel imports, up from just under €200 million in 2016, and kept that 

money – and the jobs it creates – in the Irish economy.  

Wind energy is popular 

The most recent opinion poll carried out for IWEA by Interactions found that 83 per cent of Irish 

people were strongly in favour of, or tended to favour, wind energy.11 The figure for ‘strongly in 

favour’ increased by seven points from October 2017.  

It is important to reiterate that these figures have been replicated over the years and with different 

polling companies. 

                                                           
5 https://www.seai.ie/resources/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2018.pdf 
6 EirGrid 
7 Martin Howley, SEAI. 
8 https://www.irena.org/-
/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2018/Jan/IRENA_2017_Power_Costs_2018_summary.pdf?la=en&has
h=6A74B8D3F7931DEF00AB88BD3B339CAE180D11C3 and www.seai.ie/sustainable-solutions/renewable-
energy/wind-energy/ 
9 https://www.iwea.com/images/files/baringa-wind-for-a-euro-report-january-2019.pdf 
10 https://www.ceer.eu/documents/104400/-/-/41df1bfe-d740-1835-9630-4e4cccaf8173 
11 https://www.iwea.com/images/files/iwea-report-2018.pdf 

https://www.seai.ie/resources/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2018.pdf
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2018/Jan/IRENA_2017_Power_Costs_2018_summary.pdf?la=en&hash=6A74B8D3F7931DEF00AB88BD3B339CAE180D11C3
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2018/Jan/IRENA_2017_Power_Costs_2018_summary.pdf?la=en&hash=6A74B8D3F7931DEF00AB88BD3B339CAE180D11C3
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2018/Jan/IRENA_2017_Power_Costs_2018_summary.pdf?la=en&hash=6A74B8D3F7931DEF00AB88BD3B339CAE180D11C3
http://www.seai.ie/sustainable-solutions/renewable-energy/wind-energy/
http://www.seai.ie/sustainable-solutions/renewable-energy/wind-energy/
https://www.ceer.eu/documents/104400/-/-/41df1bfe-d740-1835-9630-4e4cccaf8173
https://www.iwea.com/images/files/iwea-report-2018.pdf
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A 2016 opinion poll carried out by Research Now for the ESRI put support for wind energy at 78 per 

cent positive versus 10 per cent negative making it more popular than gas, coal and biomass.12  

An Ipsos MRBI poll from February 2016 found support for wind energy at 70 per cent and in polls 

from the same company in 2014 and 2013 opposition to wind energy only once, in 2014, reached 

double figures at 12 per cent. 

The Irish people support clean, renewable, indigenous power. The Irish people support wind energy. 

                                                           
12 ESRI Working Paper 545. October 2016. 
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SUPPORTING CLIMATE ACTION 

Beyond the policy debates and the formal reports, more and more people are seeing the impact of 

climate change on their lives. From the widespread destruction caused by Hurricane Ophelia in 

late 2017, to the flooding caused by Storm Eleanor at the start of the 2018, to the country-wide 

shutdown caused by the ‘Beast from the East’ in March 2018, to the impact on farming of drought-

like conditions over summer 2018.  

Climate change is no longer something that happens somewhere else; it is happening in our fields 

and farms, our towns and villages, our homes.   

In the coming months, through finalising the National Energy & Climate Plan (NECP), Ireland will set 

our renewable energy targets for 2030. This will show how we will contribute to the European 

Union’s target that 32 per cent of the EU’s energy will come from renewables by 2030.  

The first draft of the NECP was published shortly before Christmas for further consultation. Ireland’s 

final targets will be debated and agreed over the course of the year, with the final NECP due by the 

end of 2019. 

This means Ireland faces a choice. 

Will we take up the challenge set down for us by the Citizens’ Assembly to become a leader in the 

fight against climate change? 

Or will we miss another opportunity, condemning Ireland to a lost decade of failed energy policies, 

empty rhetoric, and continued association as climate ‘laggards’? 

A comprehensive report by leading energy and utilities experts Baringa (the ‘70 by 30’ report), 

commissioned by IWEA, has shown how Ireland can use renewable electricity to make a significant 

contribution to our 2030 renewable energy target, by supplying 70 per cent of our electricity from 

renewables by 2030.13 

Achieving this will require a variety of renewable electricity sources including onshore wind, offshore 

wind and solar but, crucially, these will need to be combined with a range of ‘integration 

technologies’ such as batteries, interconnectors, electric vehicles and heat pumps.  

It is worth noting that the 70 per cent target is also supported by the Irish Solar Energy Association, 

the Irish Bioenergy Association, the Irish Wind Farmers’ Association, Host in Ireland, the Irish Energy 

Storage Association, the Marine Renewables Industry Association and Smart Grid Ireland. 

An overview of the technical solutions to achieve ‘70 by 30’ is provided in Table 1 (overleaf). A vital 

part of this is the continued development of EirGrid’s DS3 Programme.14 This enables Ireland to be a 

world-leader at integrating variable renewable electricity onto the grid. 

It is crucial that EirGrid has the resources to continue its world-leading progress in this area, so 

Ireland can use more variable renewable electricity in the future such as wind, solar, wave and tidal. 

                                                           
13 https://www.iwea.com/images/Article_files/Final_Baringa_70by30_Report_web.pdf 
14 http://www.eirgridgroup.com/how-the-grid-works/ds3-programme/ 

https://www.iwea.com/images/Article_files/Final_Baringa_70by30_Report_web.pdf
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/how-the-grid-works/ds3-programme/
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Table 1: Mix of technologies required in the Republic of Ireland to achieve 70% renewable electricity by 203015. 

 

 

The study shows that the ‘70 by 30’ target is not only technically possible, but that it is very likely to 

be cheaper for the consumer than continuing to rely on fossil fuels.  

It will improve Ireland’s energy independence. It will boost our economy.  It will create jobs.  

This target is ambitious, but it is absolutely achievable. The technology and resources are there, 

leaving a question over whether there is the political will to set and to achieve a target like this. 

We need only look to Scotland to see what is possible with determined political leadership. In 2009, 

with cross-party support, the Scottish Government set a more ambitious target for the reduction of 

carbon emissions than the UK as a whole.  

They aimed to reduce carbon emissions by 42 per cent by 2020 against the UK target of 32 per cent.  

This decision drove a decade of planning and energy policy, attracting billions in inward investment, 

as Scotland again and again exceeded their own targets. 

They hit their 2020 carbon emissions target in 2015. In just over 15 years they have gone from 

getting 10 per cent of their electricity from renewables to 68 per cent last year and they are on track 

to have a 100 per cent renewable electricity system by the early 2020s.16, 17 

                                                           
15 https://iwea.com/images/files/70by30-report-final.pdf 
16 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/renewable-energy-electricity-wind-wave-scotland-
climate-change-oil-gas-a8283166.html 
17 https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/scotland-on-target-for-100-renewable-energy-by-
2020-1.3280498 
 

https://iwea.com/images/files/70by30-report-final.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/renewable-energy-electricity-wind-wave-scotland-climate-change-oil-gas-a8283166.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/renewable-energy-electricity-wind-wave-scotland-climate-change-oil-gas-a8283166.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/scotland-on-target-for-100-renewable-energy-by-2020-1.3280498
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/scotland-on-target-for-100-renewable-energy-by-2020-1.3280498
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As Professor Andy Kerr of the Edinburgh Centre of Carbon Innovation told the Citizens’ Assembly, 

“Political vision and leadership in putting forward a challenging target, and corralling the resources 

and narrative around delivering that target, was as important for setting the framework for tackling 

climate change as robust evidence that it was achievable”.18 

Ireland must show the political vision and national leadership that Professor Kerr called for by 

coming together – across all political parties and none – to call for a realistic, though challenging, 

target that can drive forward the decarbonisation of our economy. 

This vision is echoed by the recent recommendations from the government appointed Committee 

on Climate Action who support “an ambitious target of 70 per cent of power generated in Ireland to 

come from renewable sources by 2030”.19 

IWEA propose the following high-level policies are implemented in this area: 

Recommendation Responsibility 

Ireland should set an ambitious, but achievable, target in our 
National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) to provide 70 per 
cent of our electricity demand through renewable energy by 
2030. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

A coordinated approach to policy and regulation is required 
to meet the 70 per cent renewable electricity target which 
brings together Government departments, State agencies, 
system operators and industry.                                                        

All of Government Plan in 
collaboration with CRU, EirGrid, 
ESB Networks. 

EirGrid must have the mandate and resources to expand the 
transmission system at a national level and to build on the 
DS3 Programme, to ensure our system can continue to 
safely, securely and efficiently support increasing levels of 
renewable generation and demand. 

EirGrid, ESB Networks and 
Commission for Regulation of 
Utilities. 

 

 

  

                                                           
18 Professor Kerr’s remarks to the Citizens’ Assembly. 
19 https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/climate-action-committee-makes-progress-on-
decarbonisation-1.3809940 
 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/climate-action-committee-makes-progress-on-decarbonisation-1.3809940
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/climate-action-committee-makes-progress-on-decarbonisation-1.3809940
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SUPPORTING ONSHORE WIND 

As of August 2018 there are just over 350 operational onshore wind farms on the island of Ireland 

(270 in the Irish Republic) with a total installed wind capacity of 4,677 MW (3,542 MW in the Irish 

Republic).  

According to an IWEA analysis, between the end of 2018 and the middle of 2020 another 860 MW of 

onshore wind, much of which is already under construction, is due to be connected to the electricity 

system. More wind farms are currently going through the planning process. 

Onshore wind is our single most important source of renewable energy. Ireland has a legally binding 

EU target to get 16 per cent of our total energy – electricity, heat and transport – from renewables 

by 2020.  

Onshore wind energy alone is currently on track to get us more than half way there. 

Onshore wind is not the sole solution to Ireland’s renewable energy needs. In years to come 

offshore wind energy and solar energy will play increasingly important roles, working alongside 

battery storage, interconnection, and other enabling technologies. Further on, wave and tidal will 

have their part to play. 

However, for today, and certainly for the next three to five years at least, onshore wind energy is 

primarily where we will continue to grow the share of Ireland’s energy needs coming from 

renewables.  

To ensure this can happen, the Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) announced by the 

Government in summer 2018 must proceed as planned, and the first auction round should 

commence before the end of 2019.  

But there are two other areas that are critical to the development of wind energy in Ireland – 

planning and grid connection.  

PLANNING 

Obtaining planning permission is the first major step in the development of a wind energy project. 

Planning in Ireland must strike a balance between ensuring that sustainable development of wind 

energy continues, while ensuring local communities, wildlife and habitat are protected. 

Critical to achieving this will be the revised Wind Energy Guidelines (WEGs), which are due to be 

published for consultation in early 2019. With the development of the industry, it is sensible that the 

2006 guidelines should be revised and updated.  

However, initial indications from a review of the “Preferred Draft Approach” of the WEGs released in 

June 201720, indicate that the overly onerous noise restriction limits could significantly reduce the 

land-area available to the further development of wind generation in Ireland, and lead to 

exceptionally high levels of noise-related curtailment on projects currently planned. Adherence to 

these noise-restrictions could potentially increase the cost of onshore wind in Ireland by over 20% as 

a result. This cost increase would be reflected in future bids into the future RESS auctions, which 

could add billions of euro in additional costs for the consumer.  

                                                           
20 https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/wind-energy/coveney-and-naughten-announce-key-
development-review-wind-energy-development-guidelines 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/wind-energy/coveney-and-naughten-announce-key-development-review-wind-energy-development-guidelines
https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/wind-energy/coveney-and-naughten-announce-key-development-review-wind-energy-development-guidelines
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The challenge for policymakers is to ensure 

that in seeking to address issues raised by 

local communities, the development of 

renewable energy is not prevented.  

Wind turbines are growing in size and 

becoming more powerful. As outlined here, a 

modest 20 per cent increase in the height of a 

turbine can almost double its capacity. 

This means fewer turbines are required, which 

will potentially reduce the visual impact, and 

it means the cost saving from using more 

efficient turbines can be passed on to the 

consumer.  

The planning of renewable energy projects could also be made much more straight-forward if there 

was greater consistency in planning at a local level. All too often, planners in different local 

authorities have different approaches to classifying landscape, carrying out landscape assessments 

or determining their strategies for renewable energy. 

This can be especially challenging for projects built on or near county borders where a project 

located in one county could have a visual impact in another, which is assessed and evaluated 

differently. 

A sensible solution is the example set by the approach taken to waste management planning, where 

the responsibility was assigned to Regional Waste Authorities which were responsible for developing 

Regional Waste Management Plans. 

A similar approach to the development of wind energy would be very helpful in ensuring that wind 

farms across Ireland are developed in a way that is fair, consistent and transparent. 

Lastly, proposed increases in the Commercial Rates for wind farms has adversely impacted on the 

costs of existing wind generation and the future costs of further wind generation. The proposed 

rates would increase the existing costs by 200-300% on wind farms, and lead to increases in the bid 

price for future onshore wind generation in the upcoming RESS auctions of approximately €3/MWh. 

Engagement on the application of a more equitable methodology for Commercial Rates for wind 

farms would be welcome by the wind industry, so as to not inadvertently penalise wind generation 

in comparison with other forms of electricity generation.  

GRID CONNECTION 

Once renewable energy projects have obtained planning they must then move to the next stage of 

their development, getting a connection offer to the electricity grid. 

Applications for connections are processed through a new policy set by the Commission for the 

Regulation of Utilities called the Enduring Connections Policy (ECP). A certain amount of applications 

are processed in each round. Applications that are successful are then given a date by which ESB 

Networks or EirGrid will connect them to the grid. 

2018 saw the first round of applications, ECP-1, processed under this new system. However, despite 

a large number of applications for batteries, solar farms, wind farms and other generators, the CRU 
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would only process 1,000 MW of new generation, within which priority was given to 400 MW of 

applications for DS3 System Service provision. 

When ECP-1 published its decision in August of this year it revealed that they had received 

applications for connections amounting to approximately 5,300 MW, more than five times the 

volume available.21 

The rate at which the CRU is processing these applications means there is a growing backlog of 

renewable energy projects which have received planning permission but are waiting years to 

connect to the electricity grid. This undermines their chances of participating in the Renewable 

Energy Support Scheme. 

IWEA propose the following high-level policies are implemented in this area: 

Recommendation Responsibility 

Ensure that the first round of auctions in the Renewable 
Energy Support Scheme (RESS) proceed as planned before 
the end of 2019. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 
 

The revised Wind Energy Guidelines (WEGs) could 
potentially increase the cost of onshore wind in Ireland by 
over 20%, which could add billions of euro in additional 
costs for the consumer. Therefore, the WEGs must strike a 
balance between addressing the concerns of local 
communities and tackling climate change by facilitating the 
development of renewable energy. 

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government and 
Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

To ensure consistency in the development of wind energy 
projects and a regional approach to spatial planning, the 
Regional Assemblies should be given responsibility for 
preparing Regional Strategies for Wind Energy 
Development and Electricity Transmission Infrastructure. 

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government. 

An Bord Pleanála (ABP) completed an Organisational 
Review22 in March 2016 that provided 101 
recommendations which should be implemented. In 
particular, ABP should have a mandatory decision deadline 
of 8 weeks in line with what is required from Local 
Authorities. 

An Bord Pleanála 

A more equitable methodology should be applied to 
calculate Commercial Rates for wind farms, which should 
not result in an increase of 200-300% and disadvantage 
wind compared to other electricity generation. 

Valuation Office 

The Enduring Connection Policy (ECP) application process 
should be finalised as quickly as possible, with regular 
application rounds of sufficient volumes to facilitate the 
RESS and NECP ambitions. The next ‘batch’ should process 
at least 1,000 MW of land-based capacity and prioritise 
renewable energy. 

Commission for the Regulation of 
Utilities. 

 

                                                           
21 Enduring Connection Policy 2018 Batch. August 2018. 
22 http://www.pleanala.ie/publications/2017/ReviewImplementationPlanJan17.pdf 

http://www.pleanala.ie/publications/2017/ReviewImplementationPlanJan17.pdf
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SUPPORTING OFFSHORE WIND 

Offshore wind energy is Ireland’s great missed opportunity.  

Since developing one of Europe’s first offshore wind farms in 2004, 25 MW off the coast of Arklow, 

there has not been a single further offshore wind farm developed in Ireland. For a generation we 

have seen one of the world’s best offshore wind energy resources go unused.  

While other countries have forged ahead, using offshore wind energy as a core part of their 

transition to low-carbon economies, Ireland has fallen behind. 

In comparison, Britain now has 7.16 GW of operational offshore wind energy.23 An additional 14.7 

GW are either under construction or have received planning permission, and they have recently 

committed to 30 GW of offshore wind by 2030.24 

Meeting Ireland’s future electricity demand in a growing economy, and our EU renewable targets, 

will require an additional 400-700 MW of renewable generation a year up to 2030. With an 

estimated 4-5,000 MW of offshore wind energy ready to be developed off Ireland’s east coast, it can 

deliver the volume of clean energy needed to decarbonise our economy. 

Two offshore wind farms (the 500 MW Arklow Bank 2 and the 1,100 MW Codling Bank) have 

consents but no connection agreements to allow them to proceed. Another four offshore wind 

farms – cumulatively more than 2 GW of capacity – have submitted consent applications.25  

The combined capacity of those six projects alone is not far off the capacity of the entire onshore 

wind fleet in Ireland. 

The SEAI has estimated that onshore and offshore wind together could create 20,000 jobs by 2040. 

Employment opportunities in offshore wind could also regenerate local ports around the island and 

bring highly-skilled jobs to the regions. But the failure of successive governments to help develop 

offshore wind energy means that billions of euro of investment is being delayed.  

A recent report by Cornwall Insights, Catapult, Pinsent Masons and IWEA identified in detail the 

legislative and policy changes we need to ensure that we can power our homes, our businesses and 

our economy with clean offshore energy.26  

The critical responsibility for policymakers is to make planning regulations and access to grid as 

straight-forward as possible. 

  

                                                           
23 https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.renewableuk.com/resource/resmgr/luke/RUK18_Offshore_Timeline.pdf (This 
is approximately twice Ireland’s entire onshore wind energy capacity.) 
24 https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-47476006 
25 https://www.iwea.com/images/files/offshore-wind-in-ireland-2018-cornwall-catapult-pinsent-iwea.pdf 
26 Ibid. 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.renewableuk.com/resource/resmgr/luke/RUK18_Offshore_Timeline.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-47476006
https://www.iwea.com/images/files/offshore-wind-in-ireland-2018-cornwall-catapult-pinsent-iwea.pdf
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IWEA propose the following high-level policies are implemented in this area: 

Recommendation Responsibility 

The design of the new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme must facilitate the development of offshore wind 
projects. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

Ireland’s Grid Connections Policy (ECP) must enable 
offshore wind energy to connect as quickly as possible by 
processing at least 1,000 MW of offshore in the next batch. 

Commission for the Regulation of 
Utilities and EirGrid. 

Foreshore leases under the current Foreshore Act should 
be issued immediately to enable existing projects to start 
development. 

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government. 
 

Existing foreshore legislation should be amended at the 
earliest opportunity to facilitate future projects either 
through the Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) 
Bill 2013 or through another legislative vehicle.  

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government and the 
Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES  

Communities must be at the heart of our energy transition. They deserve to benefit from the 

construction and operation of wind farms.  

That is why wind energy companies operate community benefit schemes that have invested millions 

of euro in supporting cancer patients in Wicklow, building cycleways in Offaly, supplying road signs 

in Cork and providing an astro-turf pitch for a Roscommon primary school to name a few examples. 

In addition, wind farms contribute approximately €30 million in rates to local councils every year, 

which enables them to fund roads, programmes and services across rural Ireland. 

But we can – and must – do more to better engage with communities, ensuring they are informed 

about wind energy developments in their area and empowered to assist in designing the projects to 

ensure the wind farm is developed in a sustainable manner. 

The Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland produced by the Department of 

Communications, Climate Action and Environment is an extremely useful set of principles for 

working with local communities.27 We encourage all projects to adhere to the code and we are 

currently developing proposals that would go beyond what it contains. 

We welcome the proposals set out in the Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) for a mandatory 

community benefit payment of €2 per MWh which will see a substantial increase in community 

benefit funding from renewable energy projects.28  

At a conservative estimate, it has the potential to deliver more than €250 million into rural 

communities across Ireland as projects are developed between now and 2030. 

We also welcome the proposals to support shared ownership of renewable energy projects and 

community-led projects but we are concerned that not enough is being done to prepare and to 

support communities to take advantage of these new opportunities. 

Local Energy Scotland administers the Scottish Government’s Community and Renewable Energy 

Scheme.29 This assists communities to be involved in shared ownership projects, to build and 

operate their own projects and to maximise the impact from community benefit funds. 

It provides training, support and expert advice through a team of full-time development officers who 

also supply detailed resources and online toolkits. Funding is made available to enable communities 

to pay for feasibility studies and expert advice.  

As a result, the Scottish Government’s 2020 target of generating 500 MW from community and 

locally owned energy schemes was surpassed five years early. They have now set a new 2020 target 

of 1 GW. In 2018 Local Energy Scotland helped local communities get the best return on more than 

£16 million of community benefit funding.30 

                                                           
27 https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Code%20of%20Practice%20community%20engagment.pdf 
28 https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/RESS%20Design%20Paper.pdf 
29 https://www.localenergy.scot/ 
30 https://www.localenergy.scot/projects-and-case-studies/searchable-register-of-community-benefits/ 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Code%20of%20Practice%20community%20engagment.pdf
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/RESS%20Design%20Paper.pdf
https://www.localenergy.scot/
https://www.localenergy.scot/projects-and-case-studies/searchable-register-of-community-benefits/
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In addition to developing a support system like Local Energy Scotland, communities in Ireland 

looking to get the training they need to develop their own projects could avail of a successful 

existing programme called GreenTech SkillNet, which is funded by SkillNet Ireland.31  

Since 2014, GreenTech SkillNet has trained more than 1,150 people in a variety of renewable energy 

courses, covering everything from how to build projects and connect to the grid, to construction and 

health and safety on site, to how to best trade in the electricity market and the role of storage and 

interconnectors. 

Properly resourcing this programme to ensure it can support and empower communities to play a 

leading role in the development of local energy would be a very welcome initiative.  

IWEA propose the following high-level policies are implemented in this area: 

Recommendation Responsibility 

Establish a body like Local Energy Scotland – possibly 
under the auspices of the SEAI – to empower and support 
communities to invest in projects developed by public or 
private sector companies and to develop renewable 
energy projects themselves. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

Increase investment in the GreenTech SkillNet 
programme to enable it to provide training to community 
groups looking to develop renewable energy including 
training specifically designed to cater to their needs. 

Department of Education and Skills. 
 

Ensure a standardised approach to community benefit 
and investment in the Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
31 https://www.skillnetireland.ie/networks/green-tech-skillnet/ 
(It should be noted that GreenTech SkillNet is promoted and administered by the Irish Wind Energy 
Association with funding from SkillNet Ireland, but the programme is designed to support a variety of 
technologies and forms of energy.) 

https://www.skillnetireland.ie/networks/green-tech-skillnet/
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CONCLUSION 

Ireland is now at a crossroads and it can either continue on the journey that has seen us labelled as 

‘laggards’ on climate action or we can truly become world leaders.  

Wind is part of the Irish solution and has shown it can deliver – cutting our emissions, delivering jobs 

and investment, providing community benefits in rural Ireland and reducing the penalties the 

taxpayer will have to pay from 2020 onwards as we sadly inevitably miss our EU renewable energy 

and emissions targets.  

With the 17 key recommendations outlined in this document, we believe wind can deliver further 

benefits and a cleaner, cheaper, more energy independent, future.  

 

For more information contact: 

 

Dr. David Connolly, CEO, Irish Wind Energy Association 
E: david@iwea.com M: 087 683 9057 

 

Justin Moran, Head of Communications and Public Affairs, Irish Wind 
Energy Association 
E: justin@iwea.com M: 087 703 7770 

 

Noel Cunniffe, Head of Policy, Irish Wind Energy Association 
E: noel@iwea.com M: 087 343 8827 

 

  


